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The play also spoke to James’s fears of assassination; he had survived several attempts on his life.
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James’s interest in witchcraft—he penned a book on the subject in 1597—may also account for the prominence of the witches
themselves in the play.. In Macbeth, the witches predict that Banquo will be the first in a long line of kings.. Macbeth, Malcolm,
Donalbain and all the thanes plan to go to Macbeth’s castle at Inverness to celebrate their recent victory.. Reading Notes Act 1
Scene 5: Setting: At Inverness, Macbeth’s castle Lady Macbeth is reading a letter Macbeth has written her about the witches
prediction that he will be king and the prediction that he would gain the.
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